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Expert Analysis of Tribal Rights,  
Responsibilities and Relationships  

in Minnesota and Beyond

Featuring Trusted Speakers  
and Timely Topics

•	 Navigating Minnesota’s Growing  
Cannabis Industry

•	 Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard 
and the Native Law Student Pipeline

•	 Evaluating Six Years of the Walz 
Administration

•	 Sovereign Immunity after Lewis v. Clarke 
and Lac du Flambeau v. Coughlin

And Much More!

INDIAN
2024

ATTEND IN PERSON 
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024

Minnesota CLE Conference Center, Minneapolis

CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON?
View the online replay Wednesday, May 22, 2024

LAW CONFERENCE

Sponsored  
by the  
Minnesota  
American  
Indian Bar  
Association 
and  
Minnesota  
CLE

Conference luncheon  

honoring 

The Honorable  

Paul W. Day

Chief Judge  

Leech Lake Band  

of Ojibwe 

Tribal Court (ret.)

PROFESSOR FORREST K. TAHDOOAHNIPPAH
CONFERENCE CHAIR
Mitchell Hamline School of Law
Saint Paul

PHILLIP M. BRODEEN
Brodeen & Paulson LLP
Minneapolis 

GEWADEN DUNKLEY
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Disability Law Center
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LEONARD M. FINEDAY
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
Cass Lake

VANYA S. HOGEN
Hogen Adams LLP
Saint Paul

TADD M. JOHNSON
Board of Regents
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis

ROBERT “DEUCE” LARSEN
Lower Sioux Indian Community
Morton

VERONICA S. NEWCOMER
White Earth Band of Ojibwe
White Earth 
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Tribal State Relations
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Saint Paul
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Empowering Attorneys, Advocates, and Tribal Leaders  
with Expert Insights, Local and National Developments, 

and Cultural Connections  
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Register online today at www.minncle.org

1:10 – 2:10 p.m.
Cutting-Edge Issues in Tribal Immunity
Two seasoned litigators will explore recent caselaw and upcoming  
battles on the contours of tribal sovereign immunity, including:

•	 who tribal sovereign immunity protects after Lewis v. Clarke; 

•	 whether sovereign immunity protects tribes and their officials  
from subpoenas and other discovery processes when they’re not 
parties; and 

•	 how explicit waivers of sovereign immunity must be after  
Lac du Flambeau v. Coughlin.

–	 Vanya S. Hogen
–	 Kelly A. Rudd

2:10 – 2:20 p.m.	 BREAK

2:20 – 3:20 p.m. 
The Indian Child Welfare Act post-Brackeen
Now that ICWA has survived Brackeen’s broadside attack, what should 
ICWA practitioners be doing to increase its efficacy and reduce the 
disparities that the statute was meant to correct?
–	 Veronica S. Newcomer
–	 Judge Colette Routel 

3:20 – 4:20 p.m.
A New Day for Tribal-State Relations in Minnesota –  
Six Years of the Walz Administration
This session will discuss collaborative efforts between the State of 
Minnesota and the 11 tribal nations within the state and evaluate how 
these efforts help tribal nations and individuals protect their rights, lands, 
communities, and culture. 
–	 Robert “Deuce” Larsen
–	 Patina K. Park

4:20 – 4:45 p.m.
ANNUAL RECEPTION
Spend time creating community and  
connecting with friends and colleagues.

Sharing  
and 

Storytelling

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
CHECK-IN, BREAKFAST, “MEET & GREET”

9:00 – 9:10 a.m.
Prayer and Welcome
–	 Professor Forrest K. Tahdooahnippah, Conference Chair

9:10 – 9:40 a.m.
Litigation Affecting the Indian Law Landscape 
An update of recent decisions and cases pending before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, 7th & 8th Circuits, and Minnesota state courts and 
the implications these cases have for your clients and tribal nations.
–	 Professor Forrest K. Tahdooahnippah

9:40 – 10:40 a.m.
Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard,  
the Native Law Student Pipeline, and the Future  
of Indian Law 
Last term, the Supreme Court’s decision in Students for Fair 
Admissions v. Harvard significantly changed the rules under the 
Equal Protection Clause for affirmative action in college admissions. 
However, the Equal Protection analysis for students enrolled in a 
federally-recognized Tribes should be different under Morton v. 
Mancari. At the same time, Morton itself has come under increasing 
attack. Our panelists will explore what new considerations the 
Students for Fair Admissions decision creates for Native American 
students seeking admission to law schools. The panel will also 
discuss implications of the decision to the field of Indian law.
–	 Tadd M. Johnson
–	 Judge Colette Routel  
–	 Professor Forrest K. Tahdooahnippah 

10:40 – 10:55 a.m.	 BREAK

10:55 – 11:55 a.m.
Cannabis and Sovereignty: Navigating Opportunities 
and Challenges for Minnesota Tribes in Minnesota’s 
Growing Cannabis Industry
Minnesota’s decision to legalize recreational use of cannabis has 
created a new network of evolving expectations and issues. This 
session discusses tribal sovereignty and the legal considerations, 
economic prospects and cultural implications to Tribes as Minnesota’s 
cannabis industry takes off.
–	 Phillip M. Brodeen 
–	 Leonard M. Fineday

11:55 a.m. – 1:10 p.m.
LUNCH – Courtesy of Minnesota CLE

Honoring of The Honorable Paul W. Day
Chief Judge Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Tribal Court (ret.)

–	 Remarks by Reid S. Raymond
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REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MINNCLE.ORG
For assistance, call Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or email  
customerservice@minncle.org.

TUITION:
$345 MSBA or MAIBA member rate
$345 paralegal or legal assistant rate
$395 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or the 

online replay at no charge. 
•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at  

no charge or the online replay for 50% off.
•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% 

off or the online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!
New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar fewer than  
3 years receive a 50% discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE 
SEMINARS!
To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those 
individuals with a financial need. To obtain a scholarship 
application, contact Grant at gdavies@minncle.org.

Attend In Person 
Friday, May 3, 2024
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person? View the online replay!
Wednesday, May 22, 2024
www.minncle.org

LIVE IN PERSON
Friday, May 3, 2024 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Wednesday, May 22, 2024 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to answer 
questions by e-mail.

COURSE MATERIALS
In-person attendees will receive hard 
copies of all course materials submitted. 
All attendees will have access to all course 
materials via their Minnesota CLE website 
account.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota 
State Board of CLE for 5.5 CLE credits. The 
maximum number of total credits attendees 
may claim is 5.5 credits.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial need.  
For details or to obtain an application, 
contact Grant at gdavies@minncle.org or 
651-254-2103.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an 
accommodation in order to attend this 
seminar, contact Minnesota CLE as soon as 
possible at customerservice@minncle.org 
or 800-759-8840.

CANCELLATION / NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before the 
seminar will receive a refund upon request. 
Paid registrants who do not cancel and are 
unable to attend will retain access to the 
seminar materials through their Minnesota 
CLE website account. 

MAIBA
For more information about the  
Minnesota American Indian Bar Association 
visit maiba.org.

QUESTIONS?
customerservice@minncle.org
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840

COURSE 
INFORMATION
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